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Misinformation and Disinformation M

What is Happening: The proliferation of false or misleading information, often deliberately spread to deceive, has become a defining feature of the
digital age. Driven by social media algorithms, declining trust in traditional media, and the rise of partisan news sources, it erodes social cohesion and
democratic processes.

Global Situation:
o Surveys often show declining public trust in institutions (government, media) globally, creating fertile ground for misinformation.
o Studies have indicated that false news spreads significantly faster and deeper than true news on social media platforms.

o A 2023 Pew Research Center study found that a majority of adults in many countries are concerned about misinformation and disinformation online.

Trends: COVID-19 Pandemic: Widespread misinformation about

| vaccines, treatments, and the virus's origins led to public
' health challenges.

o Al-Generated Content: The rise of generative Al makes it easier to
create sophisticated deepfakes (audio, video, images) and highly
convincing fake news at scale, blurring the lines between reality and

fabrication. : _
Electoral Interference: Foreign and domestic actors have

used disinformation to influence elections (e.g. US elections
2016).

o Targeted Campaigns: Nation-states and malicious actors
increasingly use disinformation campaigns for geopolitical influence,
election interference, and social destabilization.

o Erosion of Trust: Continued exposure leads to cynicism, "truth decay,’
and difficulty in consensus-building on critical issues like climate
change or public health.

Social Unrest: Misinformation can fuel protests and civil
§ unrest, as seen in numerous global movements.

Significance for the Future: Threatens democratic institutions, public health, social stability, and the ability of societies to respond effectively to crises

by undermining shared understanding and trust.




“Foresight” alone cannot create “Transformation”
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Trend and Innovation Opportunity
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